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2sl# Typical Syntactic Arrangement 

* ^ 2olo0o The possible arr^ gemen ts of the various components of the ut- 
terance are set out belowo The function spots recognised are: 

N = noun or noun-phrase, whether actor or goal . Tflhere distinction is needed, 
N(a) and N(g) will be used for "noun in actor slot" and "noun in goal 
slot' respectively. For the speech categories see 3o0o infra . 

V = verb', the morphological form being unimportant at this stage, unless 
the goal is a pronominal suffix, when V = V(g) «> 

TThere the nature of N is not specified it may be either N(a) or N(g). The foll- 
owing types of syntactic arrangement at the sentence level call for attention; 

!• N + Y, which may be N(a) + V. 

2* N(g) + V; V will be transitive and involve a suffixed actor, V(a)o 

3o V + N, being Y + N(a) or V + N(g), in the xatter case really V(a) + N(g). 

4o N(g) + V + N(a), the former if V is V(a)o 

On the phrase level there are certain noxrsal if not absolutely fixed arrangements, 
and these will be discussed in par. 2* There are further (a) verbless sentences 
fparo3), (b) equational statements (par* 4) and a means of indicating a question 
[par» 5 J o 

2olol The first case to be considered is that in which an actor noun 

is linked with a verb (N(a) + V). Examples: djandu jindaja f the women say 1 ; bala 
lm:ra garu^ wanadi 'the sun was below 1 : djnnjulu garnjaribula bulanj judulja 

'two women carry the Rainbow Snake in a paperbark* - a little later in , the story, 
Gurindja bulanj ganjari 'Gurindja, the Rainbow Snake carries', show the reverse 
order, illustrating the freedom of expression of the one idea; njuralu #awari 

rja&jugara babala 'you (plu.) killed my brother 1 (N(a) + V + N(g)). Prom the 
fhrasebook: djabulu njundugura mabu wandi? 'Is your father well? ~ contrasted 
with wnngaji djabulu : lives father?' = ! is your father alive? 1 ; ginjaqga fawari 

'he is deado 

2ol«2o Goal precedes Verb, which is then V(a): pattern N(g) + Y(a)« 
3xamples: qana panjanjuru 'what are you eating?'; guwi qalgunja rianar 'meat 
let-us-eat porpoise % ioe. f let us eat porpoise meat'; djurjgu bunala 'fire 
nake-for-it' = f in order to make a fire'; qadja guwi gambannja 'here meat cook-I'o 

2do3* It is also possible to have the order V + N, which may be 
V+ N(a) or V + N(g). The following are cases: gulbanaribula Gagamara ba Gumbar 

'Gagamara and Gumbar returned'; mi#a gargaribala .IJurudjawuru'they both looked at 
tfgurudjawuru'; janja gara, njaqa djuqgu 'he goes west (and) sees a fire'; jilbaja 
milin qad^u gadi 'throw spears at me v ; janjari walanju 'there comes a stranger': 
rnira ganjari guv/i 'he sees meat : ; njawa, babala, wangu f se$ brother, a stone': 
juwara bilinjara ' 'keep (it) all'; jani malguli majf 'let us two prepare food'; 
wandja jiriban rjala narjnjin 'where shall I establish the rites?'; from the Phrase- 
book: mulal mi£a ganja djandulu 'the women cannot see ("this one)'; mulal mifa 
gawana guwi 'I haven't seen any kangaroos' (in answer to wai guwi mi£a ganjan? 

'have you seen any kangaroos?' — with different order); ^adja guwi gambannja 
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qadjulu: 'here I shall cook meat' (the subject gadjulu being already expressed in 

the suffix -no a » 

2ol-.4« Sometimes an order N(g) + Y + N(a) is found: this is of coarse 
a variant on 2ol*l« in the presence of a noun actor o The simplest form is with* 
out a noun actor, as above; qamari juwanjara f tobacco give me*. The present con- 
struction is illustrated by, e.g., guv/i gadi janari bcla mariju f fish for goes 
that man 1 = Hhat man goes for fish; vradjbela jandnn ncOTjulu 'the native killed 
-white man 1 . This is probably the statistically least corcmoaa construction but ex- 
amples are found* 
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3. IPBfflOLOG? 

5.0« Word Classes in Garadjari 

The classification of morphological elements into word and form classes 
irrGaradjari is not difficult . Terms such as 'Viouns", "adjectives" etc. may be 
convenient terms of reference to use at certain ti^es, but they do not correspond 
to any reality within the Inguage. The word-classes are here arranged on formal 
grounds entirely, either by the particles which are habitually used with them, or 
in certain cases only, by their function within the utterance© The group of words 
which are treated functionally is that of "attributes", which are important, but 
not marked by any formal sign or linked directly with any particular set of part- 
icles • The word itself is regarded here as that combination of phonemes which 
can be used independently or is normally used with another set without undergoing 
anything more than a possible morphophonemic change ~~ and these, as already da - 
Itonstrated, are rare in Garadjari. The word is then the response form, shorn of 
ell variable suffixes* 

Within the class of words, the main subdivision made here is into bases 
and supplements* Another possible title v/culd be "object words" and "time words'* 
but these are rather a subdivision of the class of bases according to function 
and the particluar types of supplements with which they are associated (*) . It 
is true, however, in that each of these groups takes its own set of "supplements" 
or; particles as adjuncts to it. The only difficulty is that it is semantically 
ietermined. It will then be said that Goradjari morphological elements are divis- 
ible into two groups ~ bases and supplements. Bases are those which may be used 
alone, supplements are those which can be used only in dependence on a base. 

At the same time, bases are divisible into further groups, according to 
the particular type of supplements that are used with them. Bases that are accom- 
panied by such supplements are -bari, -gadi, -ijuru may be described as noun basesj 
those that may be accompanied by such as -di, -1-, -ri, may be described as verb 
bases. The elements mentioned are described below in their proper places* There 
Dire some bases that are not accompanied by either of these sets of supplements, 
such as /nu ! laL/ ! no ! or 'not', and these are mostly of an adverbial nature, or 
nay be treated as particles which do not combine with suppl orients of either group. 

( ) A somewhat similar division was made by me for a Melanesian language of 
the New Hebrides: see A. Oapell, "Grammatical Categories in the New Hebrides", 
Bulletin of th e School of Oriental St udies, Vol. VIII, pp. 189-202. The term 
"supplements * ultimately comes from J^Rr'iirth: "The Technique of Semantics", 
Ehilological Socie ty' s Transactions, 1935, quoted and applied to Japanese in 
B. Yoshitake, "A New Classification of the Constituents of Spoken Japanese, 
Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies, Vol, VIII, p. 1039. 
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The temiinology adopted here is then: 

BASES: Roots -which may "be used with one of the group of suffixes, cf which 
-"bari and -gad! are examples o 

SOEELIMINTS: particles added as suffixes (there are no prefixes in the 

language) and do not lead an independent existence even as answers to 
questions o 

PARTICLES: elements which do not combine with "bases, "but which may occur alone 
in answer to questions o 

SUBSTITUTE GROUP: an important subgroup of the "bases that should he mentioned 
because they are treated separately below* These in semantic terms cor- 
respond to the pronouns of other languages o They are primarily noun- 
bases, but also have some divergent usages, so that they are better 
classed by themselves * 
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